O, The Oprah Magazine Article about Stopping Court-Ordered Parental Child Sexual Abuse

“Please daddy, NO!”
by Jan Goodwin, November 1, 2006
Please daddy, no: we lock up adults who molest children--but what if the molester is the child's
parent? All too often, an outrageous quirk of the law known as the incest loophole metes out only
a slap on the wrist and sends the father (or mother) home to abuse again. Shocked? So were we.
Jan Goodwin reports.
Six-year-old Melissa Hammer dreaded getting home from elementary school. Her mother was at
work, but her stepfather, who'd adopted her, would be waiting at their Oceanside, California, home,
his shift as a Marine Corps communications specialist having finished early. She'd shudder as his
hulking 200-pound, six-feet-one-inch frame appeared in his bedroom door. “I don't feel good; come
and make me feel better,” he'd say to the child as he grabbed for her, his pants off or unzipped.
Then, forcing her head down, he'd make her perform oral sex on him. “Don't tell anyone,” he'd
insist. “If you do, you'll be in trouble. This is our secret.”
And for more than a year, it was. Melissa was particularly afraid to say anything to her mother, who
was pregnant and then gave birth to her younger sister, Kristina. Finally, though, she did tell her
best friend's mother, who contacted the police. Melissa was taken out of school, interviewed, and
fortunate enough to be believed. Jeffrey Hammer was arrested and pleaded no contest, at which
point he was removed from the home.
But he did not go to jail. Instead the judge gave him probation and required the whole family to
undergo therapy with Parents United International, a treatment program with more than 20
chapters across the United States that emphasizes rejoining offenders with their spouses and
children.
It wasn't long before the counselor was asking Melissa, “Don't you want to be back with your dad?
He was sick; now he's better. He didn't mean to do what he did. He loves you. He won't do it again.”
Although she resisted at first, she says, they kept pushing until she gave in. Melissa was 8 when her
stepfather moved back home. No one said one word about the abuse--it was as if nothing had ever
happened. But soon enough, he was grabbing at her and making her sit on his lap, his erect penis
escaping from his thin shorts, which he wore without underwear. Melissa started living defensively,
trying to stay out of the house as much as she could, refusing to take a shower unless her mother
was home because the bathroom lock could be easily opened from the outside. There was a reprieve
when her parents got divorced. But it lasted only six years; they reconciled when Melissa was in high
school, and her stepfather started putting the moves on her again, nibbling on her ear,
propositioning her for sex.

Then one day, the abuse stopped. Melissa had no idea why. It was only later that she discovered the
reason: At 17 she was now too old to interest him. Jeffrey Hammer had turned his lusty attention to
10-year-old Kristina.
THE THOUGHT OF A LITTLE GIRL'S BEING sexually assaulted by her parent--an adult charged with
loving her and keeping her safe--is difficult to take. But when a child reports the crime, only to be
forced to continue living with her molester, that is an unconscionable breach of justice. And yet in
most states, the law allows that to happen.
All across the country, legal loopholes let convicted incest offenders go home and crawl back into
bed with their traumatized daughters and sons. Even in states where that's not the case, weak links
in the judicial system often leave a child in the groping hands of the molesting parent. “In our
culture, if you grow your own victim, you are legally protected,” says Linda Davis, a licensed clinical
social worker and the executive director of Survivors of Incest Anonymous (an international support
organization). “If a stranger rapes a child it's, 'Call the police, jail him, and throw away the key.' But
if that same man rapes his daughter, it's, 'Call the therapist, slap him on the wrist, let him go back
and do it again.' ”
In Huntington, West Virginia, for example, Jeffrey Scott Grass was charged with sexually abusing his
daughter, Charla, but he pleaded down to a lesser charge and received only five years' probation.
Today, the probation completed, he is living in Georgia and has applied for lengthy, unsupervised
visits with Charla, now 12. Patricia Ash, his ex-wife and the girl's mother, is outraged and afraid he
might get them.
In Madras, Oregon, Vesta Johnson watched in frustration in 1993 as her husband, John Hudson,
received only 90 days in jail and probation for attempting to sexually abuse her daughter. Then he
failed to comply with the sex offenders program he was ordered to attend. “He boasted that he
would pretend to be crazy so he wouldn't have to go to jail or pay child support, which is exactly
what he did,” says Vesta. Now divorced, she was horrified this year when she applied for John's court
records in connection with this article and learned that he'd admitted to sexual offenses against 23
victims when he was in treatment. “I'm shocked,” says Vesta, who is currently completing a master's
in business and plans to go to law school, with hopes of using both degrees to help sex abuse
victims. “I thought my daughter was the only one. I had no idea of the extent of his problem.”
Jackie Lawrence, a 30-year-old divinity student in St. Louis...
[please see the rest of the article below...]

